
"TRULY GOOD NEWS FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE” 

"I remember reading once that there is no better way to kill a miracle than to question it. That 
is why I titled this reflection "truly good news for those who believe." Look at today's readings. 
In the Gospel reading we hear of the woman with a hemorrhage cured and a child raised from 
the dead. Then in the second reading St. Paul reminds us of the Christian ideal of equality 
when all will have what they need to live not only faithful lives, but also dignified lives without 
want -- due to the care and generosity of believers. Best of all, in the first reading we are told 
that "God did not make death." We are made to be "imperishable." This is some great news 
we are hearing! We will live forever; where true Christianity abounds the rich and the poor will 
share and have sufficiency; the sick are cured.  

We are all well aware of the skeptic's who will argue against all of this. Don't people still die 
everyday? Isn't there great poverty and injustice? Don't people still get sick, many for years on 
end? The answer to all of this is 'yes'. Yet this is not the end of the story. Nor is our Lord and 
His inspired writers giving us a false sense of security. We all will die but death has not won the 
victory. Christ has won the victory through the ministry of reconciliation and His resurrection! 
There is poverty and injustice but it need not be if governments and individuals truly believed 
there would be the equality that St. Paul speaks of. Everyone of us will get sick sooner or later 
but in the resurrection all sicknesses are in fact cured. If anything gets messed up in between it 
is both the consequences of our fallen nature and the choices that we make.  

"God did not make death!" It is up to us to be life givers. We do this by celebrating life at 
every stage, caring for each person from conception to natural death, acknowledging every 
person as a temple of the Holy Spirit made in the image and likeness of God.  We need to look 
at our resources and honestly ask ourselves how much do we really need. St. Paul is clear that 
our generosity not put us in a bad situation but our generosity and trust in God's providence is 
also life giving for those in need. We cannot cure every disease but we can be the presence of 
the loving God reminding the sick "that this sickness is not to end in death." From this world 
yes, but in the world to come, a resounding NO because God made us "imperishable."  

With so many things in the shadows of spiritual and moral death today's Sacred Scriptures 
remind us that God is life as well as love. We need to get that message out! Too many do the 
works of death thinking they will find some respite or consolation by living for themselves. We 
as Christians have been given good news -- GREAT NEWS! We cannot claim to love our family 
members, our friends, and neighbors, unless we want them to also rejoice in God's Good News 
for us now and forever."  

- Father John Maduri


